
POSTER DESIGN
PR 486: INTRO TO DIGITAL DESIGN TOOLS



POSTER DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

▸ Your design must have immediate impact. People have to 
look at it quickly and you’ve got to grab them right away. 

▸ Having one big focal element helps, whether it’s a bright 
color, a big headline, an arresting image, or a pattern that 
invites people to look closer. 

▸ The Rule of Fives: A good poster should be as impactful at 
50 feet as it does at 5 feet and as it does at 5 inches. It 
grabs attention from far away, and reveals details upon 
closer inspection.



POSTER DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

▸ High contrast is your friend. Again, it helps when it has to be 
readable from far away. 

▸ Don’t shy away from using a lot of white space. Sometimes 
that space is what draws the eye. 

▸ Make sure your information is in a flow that makes sense. 
You can play with placement, but you should place 
everything deliberately. 

▸ Think about your audience and what would appeal to them.

































STUDENT WORK!














































































































